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As luck would have it, an heir to the French
crown was born in 1518 ; and Wolsey saw the
chance of establishing the alliance with France
by the promise of a marriage between the Dauphin
of France and Mary, the only daughter of Henry
VIII. This was a popular move, and he resolved
to make an impression. So that all the ceremonies
that followed the peace should be celebrated with
a dignity and pomp undreamt of in England with-
in living memory, Wolsey would himself entertain
the French guests in his house at Westminster.
The wealth of England was poured out in costly
entertainments when a splendid embassy was
organised from France. Even the French nobles,
accustomed as they w^ere to gorgeousness, were
unable to describe the lavish scale on which they
were entertained. A sumptuous banquet was
held in his house, " the like which," a Venetian
envoy declared, " was never given by Cleopatra
or Caligula, the whole banqueting hall being
decorated with huge vases of gold and silver."
The night was spent in music and dancing for the
entertainment of the English Court and the
French guests, and this was but a prelude to a
pageantry of feasts and ceremonies in which the
King and the Cardinal endeavoured to wipe out
the memory of war and establish the alliance.
The proclamation of the treaty and the marriage
occasioned further ceremonies, and St Paul's
Cathedral became the scene of a marriage by
proxy of the two infants. All England was